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By Jebb Johnston

Staff Writer

GUYS, Tenn. — Members of
Creation Seventh Day Adventist b
Church watched Tuesday as a sign,
company stripped the letfers
spelling the name of the chureh}
from their building just across thej— =

state line on Old nghway 45 ing="
- Guys, Tenn. =~
 Under the superv1510n of a con-{
stable, the sign company removed
all signage from the old gas sta
- tion-style _canopy and then used

L all stems fmm a tra&emark John Orman with Nickels Signs & Graphncs (top) pamts over what re-
-f_:mfnngement lawsuit filed by the mains of the white lettering of the name of Creation Seventh Day Adventist
‘Seventh- Day AdV@ﬂtlSt Church chyrch in accordance with a court order. Assistant Pastor Lucan Chartier




Church...

From Page 1A

against the Guys congre-
gation which resulted in
an injunction barring the
church from using the
Seventh-day Adventist
name, The Creation Sev-
enth Day Adventist
Church formed 19 years
ago and has been at its
Guys location for about

eight years.

The church members
feel they are victims of
religious persecution.

“For us, it’s a matter
of religion and conviction
to use the name,” said
Lucan Chartier, assistant
pastor. “For Seventh-day
Adventists, that name,

using it is actually part
of the religion. Both we
and the church that is su-
ing us believes that.”

In 1991, the Creation
church notified the Sev-
enth-day Adventist
Church of its formation,
its name and reasons for
separating, according to
Chartier.

“After 20 years, they fr
nally decided to go after

us,” he said. ;

Chartier said the larg-
er church’s similar ac-
tion against other
churches prompted the
formation of the Creation
Seventh Day Adventist
Church. He said the
church used the trade-
mark of the name to “try
and shut out any religion

that resembles theirs
from using that name.
We couldn’t be members
of a church that was do-
ing that. We couldn’t give
our tithes and support to
an organization that we
thought was forcing peo-
ple to violate their con-

~ science.”

The churches, have

somg; doctrinal differ-
‘ences. Prominent among

them is the Creation
church’s belief in com-
plete separation of
church and state — an
area where the trade-
mark issue comes into
play.

The plaintiff in the
case is the General Con-
ference of Seventh-day
Adventists. The defen-

dant is pastor Walter
MecGill, who church
members said is in
Africa doing mission
work.

" Court documents show
the plaintiffs filed a mo-
tion for sanctions and
permanent injunctive re-
lief after the defendant

“displayed an unwillings
ness to appear at severalo.

court-ordered mediation
conferences,” A magis-
trate judge concurred.

MeGill has since been
found in civil contempt
stemming from the con-
tinued use of websites,
signs and promotional
materials that violate the
injunction.

“They are trying to get
an arrest warrant for
him as soon as he comes
back into the U.S.,” said
Chartiér. “They are try-
ing to get him extradited.
They hasically are trying
to get all information on
bank accounts, our web-

sites, anyone who may be
in any way associated
with this church, preach-
ing its message in any
capacity, and locking
them down. So people are
at this point either leav-
ing the country or
preparing to go to jail.”

4y It is unclear what

comes next for. the .
church, which has had a
congregation of 10 to 15.

“There’s really nobody
that has been attending
for the last few weeks,”
said Chartier. “We're
pretty scattered at this
point.”

But they are keeping in
touch, and he believes
they will have a future.

The defendant has
been ordered to pay at-
torney’s fees and costs of
$35,567 to the plaintiff.

“Obviously, we can’t
afford that,” said Charti-
er,
Beyond the trademark
question, he would like to
see a court address
whether the larger
church’s trademark is
constitutional. 5

Signs and materials
were also removed Tues-
day from a free commu-
nity counseling center
the church operated in
Corinth.




